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2026 Liver Center Pilot & Feasibility Grant
Eligibility Guidelines and Instructions for Letter of Intent
Categories of Eligibility

· New investigator (N)*
· Established investigator, new to liver research (EN)
· Established investigator at-risk, Liver Center member at risk of losing funding (ER)#
*Category N investigators can be (a) junior faculty in liver research without current or past NIH support (except career development awards), or (b) senior trainee investigators in liver research in transition to an independent career. Senior trainees must be in their final year of postdoctoral training during the award year and have a plan for an immediate transition following the award year to either a faculty or professional research appointment at an academic institution. Senior postdocs must provide a letter from their Department Chair documenting their pending institutional appointment. Senior postdocs are also expected to have an active or pending application for a career development award (NIH or private foundation) at the time the application is submitted.  
#Category ER investigators are defined as facing the risk of having no independent NIH R01 or R01-equivalent grant support if they do not secure a substantial grant award in the near future.
Letter of Intent Instructions
The Letter of Intent package must include the following elements. Details are provided below.
· One-page Letter of Intent

· Separate page with Project Title and Lay Summary (maximum 250 words)

· Eligibility statement (Attachment A)
· NIH Biosketch

· NIH Other Support form
· Institutional commitment letter from Department Chairs (for postdoc applicants)

Letter of Intent (LOI). The LOI should be no more than one page in length and briefly describe the background and objectives of your proposed research project. Within the LOI, please indicate how you plan to use the Liver Center’s cores and engage with its members. Please note that if you receive an award, 10% of the funds must be spent on services provided by the Liver Center cores (https://livercenter.ucsf.edu/core-services-center). 
Lay Summary. Accompanying the letter of intent must be a second page that includes a project title and paragraph of no more than 250 words describing your research goals and project plan to a lay audience. 
Attachment A, appended below, should be used to indicate your category of eligibility and a brief justification for your inclusion in the selected category. 

NIH Biosketch and NIH Other Support forms should be completed using the current NIH-approved formats.

Submission Instructions
Letters of Intent should be addressed to:
Jacquelyn Maher, MD
Pilot & Feasibility Grant Program Director
UCSF Liver Center

Combine your LOI, Biosketch, Other Support page and Attachment A into one single PDF and submit to the Liver Center manager Sandhya Adiyodi Veetil (sandhya.adiyodiveetil@ucsf.edu) by 5 PM PST on Friday, January 12, 2026. 


Attachment A

This form must be appended to your Letter of Intent to confirm your eligibility for the Liver Center Pilot & Feasibility Grant support. Please check the box next to the category that best describes you and elaborate briefly to justify your inclusion in this group.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   N = New investigator
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   EN = Established investigator, new to liver research
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   ER = Established investigator at-risk, Liver Center member at risk of losing funding 
Justification for your eligibility
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